New Ideas from the Discovery Tower

12.06.2020

Dear children, dear parents,
dear families of the Discovery Tower,
We hope you are well and have had a good week despite the
changeable weather. We also hope that you enjoyed the last
newsletter on the subject of spiders and that you had fun
looking for them! If you have any photos of your homemade
spiders or of any real spiders that you have discovered please
do send them in. Then we can include them in the next
newsletter.

Since you liked the newsletter on the subject of 'colours'
so much, we decided to continue with the theme in this
newsletter as well.
This time you will find various suggestions for mixing and
experimenting with colours which can be easily
implemented at home with basic materials and little
effort. We’ve also included a song or two for you to sing
along with.
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As always we wish you a lot of fun and inspiration and
look forward to seeing any photos you send us of your
homemade experiments!

Experiments in the Colour-Lab:
First Experiment: The Fizz Factory
Required materials:






Plastic cups/ glasses
Vinegar
Baking powder
Food colouring
A tray

Step 1: Preparation
Start by placing the cups on a tray. That way if colours overflow,
they end up on your tray and not on your table.
Now you can put in some drops of the food colouring. The more
drops you use, the more colourful the reaction will be. But don't
worry – you can still add more drops of colour afterwards if you
want to.
Then pour some baking powder over the food colouring.

Step 2: Starting the Reaction
Now comes the exciting part of this experiment.
Simply pour the vinegar into the cups and see what
happens!

In case you’d like to see a demonstration first, here
is a short video from Pinterest. Have fun watching!
https://www.pinterest.de/pin/742953269756462269/

Second Experiment: Rain Cloud in a Glass
Did you know that it can rain indoors as well as outdoors? If you’ve got some shaving foam
to hand, here’s a colourful experiment that can brighten any rainy afternoon:
ALL YOU NEED IS:
 WATER
 2 GLASSES
 SHAVING FOAM
 FOOD COLOURING
 A TEA SPOON

Step 1: Preparation
Fill both glasses two-thirds full with water
and then add some of the colouring to one
of them - the stronger the colour, the
better the result! Then spray some shaving
foam over the water in the other glass.

Step 2: Let the Rain Come Down
Now you can slowly drip some of the
coloured water over the foam with a
teaspoon and watch as the first raindrops
fall from the cloud!

Singing a colourful German song: Wer will
fleißige Maler seh‘n… (Whoever wants to see
a hard-working painter…)
The song Wer will fleißige Maler seh'n is another version of the song Wer will fleißige Handwerker
seh'n that has been rewritten to the subject of colour. If you don't know the melody yet, here is the
'Handwerker' YouTube video to sing along to (and this way you already have two songs in one):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jSvfhXl0pQ

Third Experiment:
Painting with your Hands
Not had much practice with a brush yet? No
matter! Even the youngest artists among
you can paint well enough with your hands
(even without painting the floor at the same
time)!
Take a piece of paper, a piece of cardboard
or even a paper plate. Then apply various
coloured blobs or trails of finger paint to it
before putting it in a freezer bag or
wrapping it up in cling film.
Now the little artists can smear the paint
under the plastic to their heart's content. As
they mix the colours you can see what new
colour combinations are created. This is a
great visual and tactile experience for small
children. And when they’re finished you will
have a small individual artwork to hang
proudly on your wall!

Fourth Experiment: Creating New
Colours
For this experiment, either food colouring or
water colours will do.
Simply colour two glasses of water with two
of the primary colours: yellow, blue or red.
Then place a glass of clear water between
the coloured glasses and connect them with
two folded or rolled-up pieces of kitchen
paper - one end in each of the coloured
glasses, the other ends in the clear glass in
the middle.
Then sit back and watch as one of the
secondary colours develops in the middle
glass - orange, purple or green. Can you
guess which colour it will be?

Do you want to sing a song about the colours in English?
Here you go. What colours do you like?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4YGjBHL-DZg

We wish you all a nice colourful weekend – enjoy the music and experimentation!
Until the next newsletter! 
Yours,
The Discovery Tower Team
PS: Don’t forget to send us pictures
from your colour labs at home! 
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